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From the Editor...

Once again the first issue of the year
is arriving at a late date. I apologize for
the tardiness, and offer up two reasons.

The f irst is a joyful one in my eyes;
the birth of my son Joseph, on August 1
As can be imagined, I was quite dis-
tracted for much of |uly, August and
part of September, and thus finished the
lavout at the end of Septmember.

The second reason is an unfortunate
one; rt  has become increasinglv more
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From the Chair: Susan Y. Dever

It seems like we were all just in Long Beach appreciating the sunny
warrn days and the flowers in bloom. Looking out from the exit closest
to the CALL-IS Computer Room, we were faced with a 2-story tall mural
of whales in the deep. Looking out the doors closest to TESOL registra-
tion, we looked across the bay, past the Queen Mary (now a hotel where
many of the TESOL'ers stayed for the conference) to the Long Beach/Los
Angeles harbor and the Pacific Ocean. It must have been a magic time,
since the weather here in Southern California has rarely been that nice
since the conference.

TESOL '95 n as an excitrng and busy time for for all of us. As
alrrar s.  i r  r ras an opporfuni tv to nreet nerv col leagues and catch up on
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room to erplonng the manv opporfunities offered through the Intemet.
From reviewing the latest CALL products available to researchung
theoretical and practical models of language learning via computers and
multimedia. From exploring present and future technologies in ESL to
putting what we're doing today in the context of the development of
computer assisted language learning over the past 10 years.

Our CALL-IS Computer Room was again an outstanding draw to
conference qoers - this vear probablv breaking all records by logging
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Book Reviews...Edited by Daniel Minor, Kyushu
Tokai University
Tuman, Myron C. 1992.
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computer age. Pittsburgh: U. of Pittsburgh Press.
Reviewed by Vance Stevens, Courseware Publishing Int.

Although the title of this book mimics the name of a leading word
processor, this book is not about word processing. Rather, it examines
the impact, inaworld eme{ging from an era of print literacy/ of com-
puter-based technologies on our concept of literacy. It extrapolates to a
world in whichnetworked writers and readers commonly have access to
not only text,but to sound, video, and graphics drawn from databases
hyper-linked throughout the "docuverse". It tries to gauge the impact
on Iiteracy of reading via hypertext and of writing when authors are
anonymous, when the purpose of reading and writing is essentially
instrumental, when attention spans are short and zapping is second
nafure/ and when users of these technologies have grown distant from
the disciptined thinking inherent to print literacy, whichTuman suggests
has "exhausted itself" despite its appeal to classicists steeped in its
vicissitudes.

Tuman has oqganized a substantial body of information around a
stral thesis accessible to readers whose literacy depends on plowing
idea by itea thr,ough such material in seardr of higher truth. One con-
Efiplah+ m rcading this, how handy,it would be to have hyper-access,
my, b ffe cigirnl teds which are referred to constantly. Our respect for
Ttrman'swotklbsinoslryreciation of his efforts in reading, assimilat-
ing, and collating tho* wide-rdrging materials, and then selecting from
them and cogently gulling us tuu€h the result in 138 pages. Selection
and guidance thus constihfte tc auftor's main conhibution to our
edification, which is the advanlage of p'rint over unguided hypermedia.

Ironically, this book could not have been created without a strong
commitnent on the part of its publishers ilrd its auttor to tle ongoing
success of print literacy. The irony of this book b Erat Tuman the author
shows himself to be an articuliate gurde who has mretered an{ in
trSHstrin& exploited the literacy he castigates. It would be interesting to
se lw his work performed as hypermedia; rneanwhile, print-literates
rin thrugftty er{oy this author-guided version.

VAIffiSTEVE\E
- Coursrre nmCig trnHnational
- 20380 TownCde l.m,grtu 159
-Cupertino CA9SIf+USA
- TeL (a08)-aaG4sn - frx ({IHF1F15E8


